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A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
THOMAS DENENBERG

We are full steam ahead on the coming season.  

First, I’d like to invite you to Community Day on May 11, 

which is opening day. We swing open our gates with a 

warm welcome of free admission for the day along with 

special programming, live music, and new exhibitions.  

In the Pizzagalli Center for Art and Education, New 

England Now: Strange States is one of five special 

exhibitions that open this season. This is the third in a 

biennial series that brings into focus the work of regional 

contemporary artists. This season’s theme, masterfully 

executed by Curator Carolyn Bauer, taps into the rich 

historical New England fascination with the fantastic for a 

thought provoking and sensational exhibition.  

Meanwhile, Kory Rogers, Francie and John Downing 

Senior Curator of American Art, has staged a collection 

intervention, by inviting renowned British ceramicist Paul 

Scott to offer his take on Shelburne’s decorative arts 

collection. The result is a bespoke outsized jug, similar 

to the monumental jugs on view in Variety Unit, that ref-

erences the Museum while imbuing the jug with his own 

unique mark.  

In late June, All Aboard: The Railroad in American Art, 

1840-1955, will explore the relationship between technol-

ogy and creative culture and will feature 40 masterworks 

from across the country. Organized by Dixon Gallery 

and Gardens, The Joslyn Art Museum, and Shelburne 

Museum, the project is yet another example of the many 

ways we leverage our renowned collections to bring world 

class exhibitions to our audiences here in Vermont. This 

would not be possible without the generous and stalwart 

support of Donna and Marvin Schwartz.  

Spring means the return of schoolchildren to the grounds, 

and the Education Department is set to relaunch Pass-

port to Learning, our flagship educational program, with 

refreshed offerings for the thousands of students who will 

visit on field trips this season. Gratitude and thanks to the 

Marie and John Zimmermann Fund for ongoing generous 

support. I am pleased that Owl Cottage will be back online 

and ready for young creatives to enjoy this special space. 

Summer camps are poised to bring even more youthful 

energy to the grounds. Hats off to Stiller Family Founda-

tion Director of Education Jason Vrooman and the staff 

at the Education Department for ramping up these and 

many other programs this coming season.  

I look forward to seeing you this season. 

Sincerely yours, 

Thomas Denenberg, PhD 

John Wilmerding Director & CEO 

 

(cover) Thomas Hart Benton, Engineer’s Dream, 1931. Oil on panel, 29 7/8 x 41 3/4 in. Memphis Brooks Museum of Art; Eugenia Buxton Whitnel 
Funds, 75.1. © T.H. and R.P. Benton Trusts / Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.1 2

Confected, Borrowed & Blue is a 
Contemporary Take on Shelburne’s 
Ceramics Collection
Last autumn, British ceramic artist Paul Scott embarked 
on an extensive exploration of Shelburne Museum, 
immersing himself in its historical structures, perusing 
its collections, and delving into its archives. His aim? 
A fact-finding mission intended to deepen his under-
standing of the Museum's cultural significance and the 
visionary ideals of its founder, Electra Havemeyer Webb 
(1888-1960), informing the creation of a new piece com-
missioned for the Museum’s collection. His “interven-
tion” is to be the first in a series of projects by renowned 
contemporary artists. 

Scott, known for his provocative reinterpretation of 
historical ceramic design, was particularly drawn to 
the Variety Unit's jug room, which showcases 13 rare 
oversized ceramic jugs. Ranging in height from 12 to 24 
inches, these mammoth-scaled jugs originally served 
dual purposes—as trade signs prominently featured in 
the windows of wholesale pottery warehouses and as 
cherished wedding and anniversary gifts adorned with the 
names of the betrothed. 

(above) Contemporary ceramicist Paul Scott’s be-
spoke jug is inspired by Shelburne Museum’s history 
and collections. Here is the jug in process.  

(above) Finished jug by British ceramicist Paul Scott. His work was inspired by Shelburne 
Museum’s history and collections.

(left) Outsized jugs in the mammoth jug display in Variety Unit. They were used as trade 
signs and wedding gifts.  

Inspired by his recent production of 15-inch-tall “Sampler 
Jugs” as part of his “New American Scenery” transferware 
series, Scott decided to create a large jug to contribute to 
Shelburne’s display. After months of research and design, 
he created a jug whose imagery delves into the history of 
the Museum both acknowledging the source of the wealth 
that funded Webb’s visionary collecting and celebrating 
prized pieces in the collection.   

Scott's jug captures the Museum’s story chronologically 
from its base, starting with the word “sugar” and utilizes 
historical Staffordshire plate border patterns to frame and 
celebrate the iconic objects from the collection that mark 
Webb’s visionary legacy. 

Scott’s Shelburne Museum Sampler Jug is showcased 
as the centerpiece in his upcoming exhibition Confected, 
Borrowed & Blue: Transferware by Paul Scott on view from 
May 11 through October 20 in Variety Unit.  

Kory Rogers, Francie and John Downing Senior Curator of 
American Art



All Aboard: 
The Railroad in American Art 

3 4

As the United States rode the rails into the modern era, 
painters captured the changes wrought by the new tech-
nology. Indeed, few inventions have engendered such a 
complete reorganization of American culture or galvanized 
such creative response. Perhaps only the internet vies 
for the top prize and, even at that, the digital revolution 
is literally amorphous when compared to the wholesale 
changes wrought by the railroad to the cultural geography 
of North America. The Iron Horse brought economic 
prosperity, fueled the rise of cities, and created unparal-
leled social mobility, while at the same time displacing 
Indigenous cultures, provoking labor unrest, and serving 
as the prime mover for a young nation stepping out on 
the world stage. Time and time again, railroads provided 
the setting for painters exploring the drama of modern 
America, a heterogeneous people and place coalescing 
into something new. 

Engines were the most impressive things 
that came into my childhood. To go 
down to the depot and see them come 
in, belching black smoke, with their big 
headlights shining and their bells ringing 
and their pistons clanking, gave me a 
feeling of stupendous drama, which I have 
not lost to this day.

– Thomas Hart Benton, An Artist in America, 1937   

Thomas Hart Benton, Engineer’s Dream, 1931. Oil on panel, 29 7/8 x 41 3/4 in. Memphis Brooks Museum of Art; Eugenia Buxton Whitnel Funds, 75.1. 
© T.H. and R.P. Benton Trusts / Licensed by Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.

Vermont’s own Charles Heyde (1822–1892) is an arche-
type, one of many 19th century painters who sought to 
make sense of the conflict between the promise of the 
railroad and the potential for change, even loss.  This mo-
ment in American visual culture, aptly described as “The 
Machine in the Garden,” by literary critic Leo Marx, is on 
full display in Heyde’s Steam Train in North Williston, Ver-
mont, ca. 1856, where a small train augurs change, sym-
bolized by the adjacent field of cleared trees. Within years 
of the arrival of the Vermont Central Railroad in 1850, 
North Willison would boast grist mills, a poultry ware-
house, cheese factory, creameries, and New England’s 
first cold storage plant, enabling the exportation of meat 
and other perishables throughout the Northeast. Count-
less other artists such as Asher Durand (1796–1886), John 
Frederick Kensett (1816–1872), and George Inness (1825–
1894) would chronicle the development of the railroad—
often depicting the scene as a promised land.  

As the United States moved off the farm and into the city 
in the decades that bracketed the turn of the century, 
the scene shifted for artists fascinated by the subway.  
Subterranean mass transportation entered the popu-
lar imagination in 1863 with the advent of the London 
Underground, followed by advancements around the 
globe, including in New York. Samuel Woolf (1880–1948) 
captured the excitement of riding the city’s new subway 
system in his 1909–10 painting The Under World. Opened 
in 1904, the Interborough Rapid Transit Company, or IRT, 
offered an alternative to earlier elevated rail systems and 
accommodation for all strata of New York society, from 
the immigrant family at right to the uniformed messenger 
boy reading the newspaper in the center. The painting’s 
theatrical focus, however, is at left, where a man in eve-
ning dress leans over to whisper confidences to a woman 
dressed as a fashion plate, complete with a fur collar and 
plumed hat. Employing a brushy realism, Woolf conjures 

a place where class, ethnicity, and gender roles slip earlier 
societal expectations, and gentility is redefined in the new 
public space of the passenger car.  

As the economic and political center of the United States 
migrated from New England to an idealized “middle 
America” in the 20th century, visual culture kept pace. 
Painters such as Thomas Hart Benton (1889–1975), an 
artist trained in New York and Paris, eschewed earlier 
sentimental traditions or the new European movement 
toward abstraction in favor of a sinuous, exaggerated 
realism that rendered the American scene as if in a 
dream state. 

Charles Louis Heyde, Steam Train in North Williston, Vermont, ca. 1856. Oil on canvas, 20 9/16 x 35 3/16 in. Collection of Shelburne Museum, gift of 
Edith Hopkins Walker. 1959-49.1. Photography by Andy Duback.

Samuel Woolf, The Under World, ca. 1909–10. Oil on canvas, 22 1/2 x 30 
1/2 in. Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond; Funds provided by a 
private Richmond foundation, 95.101. Photography by Travis Fullerton. 
© Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.

Benton’s Engineer’s Dream of 1931, despite the cheerful, 
illustrative palette and comic pose of the railway worker at 
right, is in fact the stuff of nightmare. An engineer, asleep 
in his bed, conjures a steam locomotive, canted as if 
caught by camera or projected on a movie screen, speed-
ing to the precipice of a washed-out bridge while a forlorn 
figure is caught in the blinding sweep of the headlamp, 
frantically waving a red signal flag. The diminutive engi-
neer—perhaps the sleeping protagonist—has leapt from 
the controls to an uncertain fate. The painting is fittingly 
symbolic of economic conditions in the United States two 
years into the Great Depression. 

All Aboard: The Railroad in American Art, 1840–1955 
features 40 masterworks of American painting, borrowed 
from museums across the country to explore the 
relationship between technology and creative culture. 
Organized by Dixon Gallery and Gardens, in Memphis, 
Tennessee, The Joslyn Art Museum in Omaha, Nebraska, 
and Shelburne Museum, the project is yet another 
example of the many ways we leverage our renowned 
collections to bring world class exhibitions to our 
audiences here in Vermont. The exhibition is accompanied 
by a diverse schedule of programs and amplified by an 
elegant scholarly catalogue available in the Museum Store. 
All Aboard: The Railroad in American Art, 1840–1955, on 
view in Pizzagalli Center for Art and Education, Murphy 
Gallery, June 22 through October 20. 

Thomas Denenberg, John Wilmerding Director & CEO   



2023-2024 DONORS

$250,000+

Estate of Robert T. Foley

$150,000 - $199,999

Mrs. Lois H. McClure

$100,000 - $149,999

Anonymous (1)

$50,000 - $99,999

Bambi Lyman Putnam

Donna and Marvin 		

   Schwartz

$25,000 - $49,999

Rev. Mary S. and Mr. John        

   Abele

Sandra Berbeco and David 

   Coen

Joe and Colleen Brandon

The Decorative Ar ts Trust

Alice Cooney Frelinghuysen 

   and George L. K. 

   Frelinghuysen

James and Judith Pizzagalli

Helen and Ritter Shumway 

   Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999

Anonymous Family 

   Foundation

John J. and Dianne Phillips 

   Avlon

Diana B. Bean

Linda Bean*

Dalio Philanthropies

The Arthur D. Dana 

   Foundation, Inc.

Marna and Charles Davis

Gail Irwin Hartman Fund

Heather and Patrick Henry
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Barbara and Amos 

   Hostetter

Institute of Museum and 

   Library Services

Mrs. Edward C. Johnson III

Joan Madison

Peter and Isabella Martin

Anne P. Massey and Anne 

   D. Stright

Angelo Pizzagalli and Lynn 

   Miles

Remo and Donna Pizzagalli

Lili Ruane* and Winthrop 

   H. Smith

Susan Sim

Lee and Alice D. Spencer

Dr. Peter Swif t and Diana 

   McCargo

Linden H. Wise and Scott 

   Wise

Marie and John 

   Zimmermann Fund, Inc. 

$5,000 - $9,999

Andrea and Joey Bergstein

Virginia and Nancy 

   Besthof f

Elizabeth and Theodor 

   Bogner

Katherine Coppock

Susanne and Christopher 

   W. Davis

John Day and Margaret 

   Ranf t Day

Arthur Goldstone

Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. 

   Granquist

Hugh and Shana Grif f iths

Cyrus Hagge and Jessica 

   Tomlinson

Mary V. Hoffman

Mrs. Henry A. Jordan

David and Lila Wilmerding 

   Kirkland

Rena Koopman

Electra and Peter Lang

Bruce Lisman and Kyla 

   Sternlieb

William R. Marks

Eric and Elizabeth Miller

Charles Hosmer Morse 

   Foundation

J.J. Murphy and Nancy 

   Mladenof f

The Oakland Foundation

Gordon and Marjorie 

   Osborne Foundation

Bill Shearer

Denise Shekerjian and 

   Michael Metz

Elizabeth Steele

Martha and Michael Torpey

Lillian and Bruce Venner

Vermont Humanities

   Council

Kristen and Jared Vincent

Mr. and Mrs. R.M. Vallee

Sam* and Marshall Webb

The Windham Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999

Anonymous (2)

Briar Alper t and Susan 

   Vigsnes

Cheryl and Donald Appe

Mrs. Dorothy Byrne

Walter Cer f Community 

   Fund of the Vermont       

   Community Foundation

Phyllis and Elliot Fenander

Eileen R. and Paul Growald

Penelope P. Harris

MGN Family Foundation

Nancy D. Petty

Lisa Pizzagalli and Daniel 

   Johnson

Miles Price

Stewart Read and Dorothy 

   Grover-Read

Skip and Marilyn Rosskam

Bob and Lisa Schatz

Richard Sheridan and Stacy 

   Orbacz

Tom and Michelle Tiller

Maureen and Mark Valade

Cyril and Dorothy Veinott 

   Memorial Fund

$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous (1)

Adirondack Foundation–   

   Samwise Fund

Patricia Passmore Alley

Lisa Aultman-Hall and Brit t   

   Holman

Mrs. Jane C. Beck

Richard and Valerie Beck

Casey Blanchard and Dan 

   Cox

Thomas J. Brawley

William F. Brooks, Jr.

Dan and Robin Catlin

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Catlin

Gunnel Clarke and John 

   DeVillars

Ms. Magdelena Clowes

Virginia Coolidge

Cooper Family Foundation

Laura and Barry Dagan

Lucy and Mike Danziger

Mary and Michael Darling

Gerald S. and Karin N. 

   Davis

Thomas Denenberg and 

   Amber Degn

Jeanne C. Detenbeck

Frank and Ducky Donath

Mrs. Lorena C. Doolit tle

Mary Dresdow

Nancy and Michael 

   Druckman

Nancy Ewen

Frederica G. Gamble

Mr. and Mrs. Elbridge T. 

   Gerry, Jr.

Joan and Reg Gignoux

William and Debra 

   Gottesman

Andrew and Meredith 

   Hanson

Carole A. Hauke

Harry and Eugenie 

   Havemeyer

Barbara Heilman

John and Kathryn 

   Wilmerding Heminway

Jef frey and Amanda 

   Herzberger

Carl and Carlanne Herzog

Donald and Marilyn Hollis

Gerald K. and Virginia A. 

   Hornung

Mr. and Mrs. John E. 

   Huwiler

Bryan Jackson and Nancy 

   Jenkins

Glenn Jarrett and Judy 

   Barber

Lynn and Ralph Jones

Wendy W. Keleher

Jan and Claire Kennedy

Phil and Barb Kivlin

Harold J. Koda and Alan W. 

   Kornberg

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick W. 

   Lapham III

Inez and George Lengvari

JoAnne and James Limanek

Jonathan and Leila Linen

The Lintilhac Foundation, 

   Inc.

Dr. Kenneth Mann

Shani Mekler and Drew 

   Gelfenbein

Major Tad W. and Captain 

   Eileen R. Miller

Bob and Liz Nanovic

Ginny and Hartley Neel

Scott and Susan Nelson

Mary and David Otto

Peter S. Paine, Jr.

Pat Pizzagalli

Susan W. Porter

Katharine and E. Miles 

   Prentice III

Stephen A. and Jane 

   McKnight Ribolini

David and Barbara Roby

Kathryn Rose

Margaret L. Saulpaugh

Deborah Schapiro and   

   Louis Polish

Peter and Jeannine 

   Schoef fer

Robert Shapiro and Sharon 

   Morrison

Fred and Eleanor Smith

Arthur and Lois Stainman

William H. Truettner

Peter and Beatrice Van 

   Roijen

Christopher and Kelly 

   Vinger

Judy and Bill Whitman

Woody and Elise Widlund

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Zarrett

$500 - $999

Anonymous (7)

Giles and Elizabeth 

   Anderson

David Armstrong

Barbara Bloom and Kate 

   Whitman

Richard and Pat Branda

Ms. Lucile A. Brink

David and Marilyn 

   Brockway

Margaret and Charles 

   Cammack

Monica Carroll

Blake H. Catlin

Ed and Nancy Colodny

Averill Cook and Heidi 

   Webb

Staige Davis and Sarah 

   Spink

Thomas and Adrienne 

   Donohue

Mr. and Mrs. John 

   Egenberg

Bruce Elliott

Edward S. Emery III and 

   Cynthia Seybolt

Peter Erly and Heather 

   Briggs

Tom and Tania Evans

Mary and Tom Evslin

Gary and Jane Farrell

Isabel Fox

THANK YOU  FOR SUPPORTING SHELBURNE MUSEUM!

A community built on generosity has always been at the heart of Shelburne Museum. This is never 
more evident than when we present the Annual Report of Gifts. It is inspiring to see the pages 
of names, each of which represent a commitment to the Museum as well as to our visitors—the 
thousands of schoolchildren, art lovers, scholars, travelers, artists, and hobbyists who hail from across 
the country and around the world—all of whom come to be entertained and enlightened by the magic 
that is Shelburne Museum.
 
On behalf of the Staff and Board of Shelburne Museum, please except our deepest thanks and 
gratitude for the outpouring of support this past year. We look forward to continuing this important 
work as we endeavor to fulfill the vision of our founder and make the Shelburne Museum a world-class 
center of culture and education for everyone.

D. Scott Wise 					    Thomas Denenberg
Chair, Board of Trustees			   John Wilmerding Director & CEO
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IN MEMORIAM

Samuel Blatchley 
Webb, Jr.

8

Sam Webb on the porch of Stagecoach Inn at the Museum’s 75th 
Anniversary Gala in 2022.

Sam Webb, long-time Trustee, devoted supporter of Shel-
burne Museum, and grandson of Museum Founder Elec-
tra Havemeyer Webb, died peacefully on his 85th birthday, 
January 7, 2024.  

Sam’s service on the Museum Board of Trustees spanned 
from 1968 to 2010 for more than four decades devoted to 
the Museum. He also served as Board President. In that 
role he would stop at the Museum offices before going to 
work at the University of Vermont where he was Assistant 
to the President and return to the Museum after work to 
finish up.   

He was named Trustee Emeritus in 2010.  

Webb remained engaged with the Museum his entire 
life, visiting the beloved Brick House during the summer 
and regaling visitors with memories of his grandmother, 

Sunday dinners there, and glorious childhood days spent 
along the shores of Lake Champlain. His fondness for the 
collections was broad and deep, said his wife Marshall 
Webb, so much so that he didn’t have any one favorite 
collection. He loved them all.  

He is survived by his wife of 37 years, Marshall, his sons: 
S. Watson, Edward W. (Catherine), William V. (Sarah), and 
his daughter, M. Samantha H. (Michael). He is also sur-
vived by his eight grandchildren and one great grandchild.

Hon. and Mrs. Rodney P. 

   Frelinghuysen

Mark and Suzanne Friis

Julia Geer and Dick 

   Dreissigacker

Matt and Andrea Gerrish

Brian and Kendra Gevry

Valerie Graham

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. 

   Hardy

Catherine Havemeyer and 

   Daniel Singer

Sally and Hank Hilliard

Elizabeth Hummer

Lynn R. Hummer

Michael Kehl and Jan Scites

Gina Kennedy and Robert 

   Shannon

David and Lucinda Lee

Amy Lilly and Prospero 

   Gogo, Jr.

Deborah Lynch and Jemima 

   Talbot

Wendy B. Morgan

Dr. Lisa H. Newton

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Peck

Douglas Perkins

Robert M. Phillips

Jennifer Plane

Alicia and Henry Ravenel

Sharon Richards and Doug 

   Weaver

Anne and Tom Roland

David and Linda Roth

Wayne Schif felbein and 

   Hedy Glenn

Tobey Scott and Amy 

   Woodhouse

John Sharpless and Janet 

   Rutkowski

Aaryn and Eugene Silva

Bob and Marley Skif f

Jef frey and Jolinda Smith

Mary Ellen Spencer

Nancy and James Stead

Peter and Margie Stern

Tanya D. Thomas

Sam Vallely and Emily 

   Zangrillo

Mr. and Mrs. H. Whitney 

   Wagner

Mark and Joan Weston

Louise Yamada

$250 - $499

Anonymous (2)

Andy Arp and Liz Segal

Jef frey and Mia Beer

Ben and Jerry's Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Benedict

Lynne Bond

David and Susan Boston

Alice Brown and Andrew 

   McClellan

Michael and Jennifer Cairns

Todd B. Catlin

Champlain Investment 

   Par tners

Nancy F. Chapman

Bill and Tanya Cimonetti

Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

   Coleburn

Bernadine Collins

Kerrin and Mark Connors

Don and Lynn Cummings

Kathleen Dennis

Don and Martha Dewees

Chris and Ann Dutton

Thomas R. and Kathleen H. 

   Easton

JC and Ru Ewing

Roger S. Foster, Jr. and 

   Baiba J. Grube

William H. Foulk, Jr.

David and Mika Frechette

Dr. and Mrs. Earl P. 

   Galleher, Jr.

William and Jennifer 

   Geddes

Patricia Geiger

Rebecca Golden and 

   Andrew Carlo

Steven and Liz Goldstone

Thomas and Rosalyn 

   Graham

Lori T. Hibbard

Henry and Nancy Hopkins

Johanna Kebabian

Mr. Stephen Kendall

The Kerschner Family

Joan and Helmut Lenes

Thomas Lit tle

Marjorie London

R. Paul and Kathleen 

   McCarty

Robert and Gloria McEwen

Roger and Allyson Myers

National Life Group 

   Foundation

Steve Oakland and Sue 

   Deppe

Jacob Perkinson and Cate 

   MacLachlin

Diane Peters

Bernard and Nancy Picchi

Constance M. Porteous

Teri and Tony Pyle

Joanne Raymond

Marilyn K. Richardson

Doug and Leslie Richter

Elma Abbe Rickards

Andrea Rogers

Christine Y. Rother

Louisa Williams Schibli

Michael and Mary Scollins

David and Barbara Siegel

John and Robbie Stanley

David Starr and Anne 

   Hambleton

Fran Stoddard and Harry 

   Grabenstein

Andrew and Tamara Strauss

Carleen Tufo and Gabriela 

   Strouse

Cyril and June Veinott 

   Memorial Fund

Philip R. von Stade, Jr.

Lynn M. Walker and Mark 

   Saunders

Thomas E. Wilkins

Antoine and Michelle 

   Williams

Elsa Williams

Cynthia and George Wilson

Alice Winn

$100 - $249

Anonymous (7)

Sue and Neil Abair

Gaylee and Amanda Amend

Chris and Nancy Badami

Diana and Charles Bain

Carolyn L. Bates

Dale and Marie Bauman

Karen Belinski

Ross Berbeco and Kristin 

   Canavan

Mary M. Berg

Jef frey Berkowitz and 

   Kristin Wright

John Berman and Kerry 

   Voss

James M. Betts, MD

Bevo Catering

Ron Biedermann and 

   Lucinda Bain

Gay and Lesbian Fund of 

   Vermont at the direction 

   of Eileen Blackwood and          

   Lynn Goyette

Arthur and Joy Bliss

Scott and Carol Boardman

Craig Bof inger

Tony and Connie Bonaccio

Elisabeth Bossi

Janet Bossi*

Susan Boyd Joyce

Jean and Philip Briggs

Kathy and Rusty Brink

Mary Jane and Eugene 

   Brisbane

Hope Brown

Jef f and Meera Buckman

Laurie Burke

Ms. Virginia A. Burleson

Elaine and Joel Burzin

Bruce and Suzanne Byers

Buf fy and Steve Caf lisch

Douglas and Christine 

   Campbell

Mary and Thomas Candon

Karol Cannon

Edward Cibulsky

Roberta R. Cof f in

Edward and Laurie Collins

The Commichau Family

Christopher D. Cooney

Thomas Cosinuke and Anne 

   Kelton

Judy and Roger Crouse

Mary Jo Davis

Linda P. Devlin

Ruth and John Drake

Debbie Dreher and Mitch 

   Mahar

Patricia Dress

Joseph E. Ellovich

Joan Ericksen

Arlene Erit

Theresa and Richard Feeley

Maryann Feeney

Michael and Michelle 

   Finnefrock

Marylin Fletcher

Steve and Meg Foster

Geof fry Fried and Joanna 

   Bodenweber

Ramona Fryer

Mary Furtado

Madalene W. Goss

Robert H. and Ann 

   Hallowell

Edward Hamilton and Maja 

   Smith

Suzanne Hardison and 

   Edward H. Hardison III

Christian Havemeyer

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. 

   Hoopes Jr.

Iron Dog Brigade

Christopher and Elizabeth 

   Isles

William and Ingrid Jackson

Janine and Paul Jacobs

Charles and Anne Joseph

The Kelley Family

Douglas and Doreen 

   Kendall

Jeanne B. Kennedy

Mr. and Mrs. Marc Kessler

Susan Klaiber and Molly 

   Bidwell

Peter and Joyce Klinkenberg

Andrew and Gisele 

   Kloeckner

Josh and Sara Kruk

Hon. Madeleine Kunin

Johanne LaGrange

Richard and Judy Latimer

Sandy Leopold

Christopher and Jennifer 

   Leopold

Walt Levering and Kelly 

   Ruschp

Mr. and Mrs. F. Lee Liebolt, 

   Jr.

Joan Lorber

Evie Lovett and Jef frey 

   Shumlin

Stephen Mayer

Hannah McLennan

Dr. and Mrs. Philip B. Mead

Kathryn and Robert 

   Mesaros

Lynne and Charles Miller

Mr. and Mrs. James E. 

   Moltz

Patricia P. Motch

Elizabeth Munson and 

   Robert von Stade

Sarah Muyskens and 

   Michael Green

Carl Newton

Joseph R. Ornig

Joyce Orr

Ms. Diane Palmeri and 

   Taylor Rossini

Theresa Paquin

Elizabeth Patton and Silas 

   Towler

Betsy Peabody

Giovanna Peebles

Paul and Dorothea Penar

Richard S. Perkins

E. Thomas Pierce

Thea and Robert Platt

Thomas and Nadine Pool

Nancy Portnow

Anne G. Powell

Marian and Elizabeth Price

Michael and Karen Quigley

Geraldine and Evelyn 

   Quinlan

Damon and Judy Reed

Harry Reindel and Addie 

   Hall

Patrick Robins and Lisa 

   Schamberg

Lee and Donna Rogers

Tana Scott

Christine and James Sears

Ann L. Smallwood*

Brett Smith and Elisa 

   Freeman

Christopher and Susanne 

   Smith

Deborah N. Smith

Fran and Ted Smith Starkey

Richard Somerset

Laura and Seth Sprague

Nancy Stearns

John and Anne Steel

Sonya Stern and Craig 

   Pepper

Charlotte Stetson and Pete 

   Colhoun

Jeannette Stewart

Barry and Carol Stone

Dr. Carol Story

Maria and David Stutt

Carol Jean and Richard 

   Suitor

Clare Sullivan

Frank Talbott and Michaela 

   Ryan

Beth Tanzman and Craig 

   Murray

Katharine and Bob Thomas

Joseph and Cornelia 

   Tierney

Graydon and Pamela 

   Topping

Brian Turner

Jef frey C. and Wendy H. 

   Tweedy

Ruth Uphold and Mary 

   Provencher

Mary E. Van Buren-Swasey

Mary Van Vleck

Marc Vincent and Alex 

   Nalbach

Thomas Vogelsang

Robert and Betty Lou 

   Vrooman

Caitlin White

Hilda White

James Willcox

Hugh and Diane Williams

Brian Woodburn

Elizabeth G. Woods

Kathy Zuckerman
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$1 - $99

Anonymous (8)

Lee Ackley and Sandra 

   Vance

Tammy and James Agnew

Kaitlin Alsofrom

Steven Altman

Amazon Smile Foundation

Stephen Antell and Barbara 

   Leaf

Richard and Sandra 

   Auerbach

Lucy Beck

Bob and Joan Brit t and 

   Family

Jonathan Brown

Debbie Carland

Hans and Mary Carstensen

Larry Chocianowski and 

   Theresa Bray

Paul and Mary Colombo

Irene Colvin

M'liss Conetta

Marlene Conru

Sandra Croisetiere

Diane M. Cryan

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Cryan

Lois D'Arcangelo

Raven Davis

Thomas Dettre and Robert 

   Johnson

Gretchen and Mark Dixson

Deirdre Donaldson

Sandra and John Dooley

Tom and Julie Drewes

Emily Eley and Matt Kobzik

Charles Eliosef f and 

   Carolyn Lettieri

John and Joanna Ellis-

   Monaghan

David and Carolyn Fenn

Bill and Julia Foulk

Joseph and Cathy Frank

R. Andrew Garthwaite

Cheryl Gibson and Mary 

   Hurlie

Dean Goodermote and 

   Diane Arnold

Virginia Greenblott and 

   Ar thur Greenblott

Sue and Rob Hale

Recille C. Hamrell

Ann Havemeyer and Tom 

   Strumolo

Carol Hinkel

Patricia Horsford

Jerry and Judy Huetz & 

   Family

Patrick Hutton

L. Paul Irish and Suzanne 

   Furry-Irish

Eleanor Hobbs Jenks

Ms. Ann Jones-Weinstock

Virginia B. Keyser and W. 

   McHenry

Patricia and Dean King

Mary Kinville

Wendy Knight

John and Barbara Koier

Leaf Support

J. Leslie Leggett*

Betty Ann Lockhart

John and Marcia 

   Lowenstein

Jeanne Lynch

Ellen Maclellan

Patrice MaComber

Judith Manchester

Leon Marasco and 

   Katherine Harper

Jef frey and Lucy Masters

Dan Mayer and Julia Eddy

Peter Maytham

Christine and Stephen Mills

Bruce A. Mina and Gloria 

   R. Ciolli

Suzanne L. Mink

Brian, Shannon, Bryce, and 

   Jess Mitchell

Donald and Shirley Morgan

Susan Oldenburg and David 

   Klein

Eric Olsen and Amanda 

   Gustafson

Joseph C. Oppenlander

John and Ann Owen

Joan Parrish

Dolores Par tridge

Melissa Pf lug

Helen and Eileen Powers

Jessica Price and John 

   Streng

Nancy Pricer

George and Carol Ramsayer

Ann Madden Rice and John 

   O'Donnell

Richard and Lillian 

   Robinson

Cathie Rogovitz

William and Paula Sanford

Mady Schichor

Joan Shannon and Ken 

   Grillo

Ms. M. J. Shaw

Wilfried and Gail Sieg

Sarah Goodwin Soule

Linda H. Sparks

Sarah Sprayregen

Ms. Kristen Stewart and Dr. 

   Peter Walden

Joan Sullivan

Linda and Andrew Suntup

Fred and Judy Tilton

Robert and Robin Turnau

Daniel Vogt and Jennifer 

   Paone-Vogt

Paul and Susan Wagenhofer

Gary and Paula Warner

Diane Wessel

James and Kendra Dew 

   Westphalen

Lee Wheeler and Peter 

   McNichol

Leslie Wright

Nick Yambura

Mr. Logen Zimmerman

Ruth Zimmerman

2023-2024 CORPORATE 

DONORS

$20,000+

M&T Bank

$10,000+

Lake Champlain Chocolates

Radiance Medical 

   Aesthetics & Wellness 

   Spa

$5,000 - $9,999

Community Bank, N.A.

Farrell Distributing

Global Foundries U.S 2 LLC

Maplef ields

National Life Group

Vermont Mutual Insurance 

   Company

Windham Foundation, Inc.

$2,500 - $4,999

Caledonia Spirits, Inc.

Casella Waste Systems Inc.

PC Construction Co.

Union Bank

$1,000 - $2,499

Mad River Distillers

up to $999

AIG

Annum Architects, Inc.

Butternut Mountain Farm

Concept2 Rowing

MEMORIAL GIFTS

In memory of Dorothy and 

Rudy Johnson

Jerry and Judy Huetz & 

   Family

In memory of J. Warren 

McClure

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Zarrett

In memory of Electra 

Bostwick McDowell

Dr. and Mrs. Earl P. 

   Galleher

In memory of Miriam Oakes

Iron Dog Brigade

In memory of Beatrice 

Precour t

Melissa Pf lug

In memory of Jackie Rose

Kathryn Rose

In memory of Joseph Wells

Joan Ericksen

IN-KIND GIFTS

Art Works Frame Shop

Bergamot + Amor

Cabot Creamery 

   Cooperative, Inc.

Caledonia Spirits

Chug Water

City Market

Danfor th Pewter

Douglas Sweets

The Essex Resort and Spa

Farm Craf t VT

The Farmhouse Group

Alice Cooney Frelinghuysen

Peter Graham and Heidi 

   Drymer

Wright Hartman

Hen of the Wood

Jef frey and Amanda 

   Herzberger

Kwiniaska Golf Club

Lake Champlain Chocolates

Mad River Distillers

Montstream Studio

New Village Farm

Palmer's Sugarhouse

Runamok Maple

Shelburne Vineyard

Winthrop H. Smith, Jr.

Kathryn and David Torres

The University of Vermont

Ursa Major

Vermont Glove

Vermont Teddy Bear 

   Company, Inc.

Linden H. Wise and Scott 

   Wise

2023-2024 Donors to the 

Collections and Library

Ronni Allard

Adrianne Balcom

Darcie Belisle

Graham Bergh and Allison 

   Bergh

Wendy Brauer

Warren F. Broderick

Christopher Davis

Elliot Bostwick Davis

Dundeen & Stephen 

   Galipeau

Cynthia Hyde

Michael Jager

Judy and Tony King 

   Foundation

Kenneth Lawton

Bill Marks

Kimberley Michaud

Jennifer Paradee

Teressa Perry

Melissa Pf lug

Janet Roerig

Joanne Shapp

James Sheldon

Gary Stiles

Fred Tilton

David and Kathryn Torres

Terry Tyler

Sam* and Marshall Webb

Elizabeth Weishaar

John Wilmerding, PhD

2023-2024 Lenders and 

Contributors to the 

Exhibitions

Claire Ashley

Graham Bergh and Allison 

   Bergh

Cheri Campbell

Castleton Historical Society

Tamar Ettun

Elliott Fenander

Friends of Dog Mountain

Nick Hardin

Amanda Herzberger and 

   Jonathan Harris

Karen Hewitt

Cas Holman

Skyler McKinnon

Lorna McMaster

Teressa Perry

Pneuhaus

Seward and Susan Pulitzer

Paul Scott

Chief Don Stevens

Dr. and Mrs. Vernon 

   Temple

W. Seward Webb IV

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dianne Phillips Avlon

Matthew Baird

Sandra Berbeco

Andrea Bergstein

Christopher W. Davis

Marna Davis

Alice Cooney Frelinghuysen

Peter Graham

Charles Granquist

Elizabeth Hummer

Christopher B. Kuenne

Peter Martin

Anne P. Massey

Eric Miller

Lisa Pizzagalli

Bambi Lyman Putnam

Susan Sim

Alice Dana Spencer

Christine Stiller

E. Thomas Sullivan

D. Scott Wise

TRUSTEES EMERITI

James Pizzagalli

W. Seward Webb IV

John Wilmerding, PhD

Shelburne Museum’s 

Annual Report of Gif ts 

ref lects donations made 

between April 1, 2023, and 

March 31, 2024, to the 

Annual Fund or a restricted 

fund. If your name is not 

listed in this Report of 

Gif ts, it may be because 

you asked to remain 

anonymous.

An asterisk (*) next to a 

name indicates that the 

individual has passed away.

If we have made any errors, 

please accept our apologies 

and notif y us to ensure that 

our records are correct. 



New England Now: Strange StatesCultural Patrimony and Shelburne’s 
Native American Collection 
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Studio visits unveil works 
in progress for upcoming 
exhibition 
When working with contemporary artists, one of the 
greatest rewards is the ability to visit studios. These 
informal meetings are a treat that affords the opportunity 
to see and discuss works with the artists who made them, 
often in the space the art is created.  

Earlier this year, Kat Redniss, Public Programs Educa-
tor, and I journeyed to Boston to visit four of the artists 
fervently creating new work for the exhibition New England 
Now: Strange States. Our focus honed in on the creative 
realms of Tara Sellios, Nicole Duennebier, and the Safarani 
sisters Farzaneh and Bahareh. 

Our studio visits extended beyond mere observation; they 
became opportunities for engaging conversations. Inter-
views with the artists unveiled the inspirations, challenges, 
and visions behind their evolving creations. Video record-
ings of our insightful conversations will be made available, 
providing a glimpse into their studios and a greater under-
standing of their artistic process and work. We can’t wait to 
share their final works of art with our visitors and those by 
the other eight participating artists in New England Now: 
Strange States, on view in Pizzagalli Center for Art and 
Education, Colgate Gallery, May 11 through October 20.

Carolyn Bauer, Curator 

Tara Sellios walked us through her unique multistep artistic process in 
her South Boston, Massachusetts, studio, including showing us a sneak 
peek at the Saint Lucy assemblage sculpture she was building, which 
will be the subject of her final photograph.

Sisters Farzaneh and Bahareh Safarani in their Norwood, Massachu-
setts, studio sitting in front of the beginning elements of the large 
painting they are producing for New England Now: Strange States. The 
work will evolve through the production of  choreographed video that 
will project on top of their finished painting.  

(left and above) Nicole Duennebier in her Malden, Massachusetts, stu-
dio sharing how the three paintings she is creating, including the one 
on the table in front of her, are a slight departure from her other work, 
with a focus on a nearby historic cemetery that “feels like old, scary 
New England,” she said.  

In January, an update to the Native American Graves Protection and Repa-
triation Act (NAGPRA) took effect and prompted major museums to pull 
items from exhibition and even close entire exhibitions to allow for closer 
evaluation of their collections, drawing national media attention.  

NAGPRA was enacted in 1990 to create a process for museums and 
federal agencies to repatriate Native American human remains, funerary 
objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony. The recent re-
vision to NAGPRA is meant to strengthen the authority and role of Tribes 
by requiring deference to Indigenous knowledge of lineal descendants, 
Tribes, and Native Hawaiian organizations when considering items for 
repatriation.  

After NAGPRA originally took effect, Shelburne Museum’s Native 
American collection was evaluated. None of the items were claimed for 
repatriation. Shelburne’s collection, however, has not been on exhibition 
for nearly two decades. It was removed from exhibition to await a more 
culturally responsive interpretation. Today, more than 80 Tribal Nations 
are represented in the Museum's collection of nearly 700 items from 
across North America, including the recently gifted Perry Collection, a 
sampling of which was featured in last year’s exhibition Built From the 
Earth: Pueblo Pottery from the Anthony and Teressa Perry Collection.  

The collection is now the focus of the Museum’s Native American Initia-
tive, which includes the Perry Center for Native American Art. As part of 
this project, the Museum has been closely collaborating with Indigenous 
culture bearers and Tribal Historic Preservation Officers in evaluating 
items acquired by the Museum to be sure that any considered to be of 
historical, traditional, or cultural importance are repatriated, and to ensure 
that items in the collection are handled with the utmost cultural sensitivity 
and highest standard of stewardship, conservation, and care.     

"From the outset, collaboration with Indigenous people has been a 
cornerstone of the Perry Center for Native American Art,” said Nancie 
Ravenel, Director of Collections and Conservation. “More than 46 indi-
viduals, including Tribal leaders, Tribal members, scholars, and culture 
bearers, have consulted with the Museum on this project so far, and we 
look forward to working with more. Building these important relationships 
will continue indefinitely."

Maker formerly known [Kotyit (Cochiti Pueblo)], 
Storage Jar, 1860–80. Clay and pigment, 15 1/2 
x 18 1/2 x 18 1//2 in. Collection of Shelburne 
Museum, Anthony and Teressa Perry Collection 
of Native American Art. 2022-16.2. Photography 
by Andy Duback.

Maker formerly known [Halona:wa (Zuni Pueblo)], Polychrome Pictorial Jar, date unknown. 
Clay and pigment, 12 1/2 x 13 x 13 in. Collection of Shelburne Museum, Anthony and Teressa 
Perry Collection of Native American Art. 2023-5.20. Photography by Andy Duback.

(above) Pots from Southwestern Pueblos on view 
in the 2023 focus exhibition Built from the Earth: 
Pueblo Pottery from the Anthony and Teressa Perry 
Collection in Pizzagalli Center for Art and Education, 
Murphy Gallery. Photography by Andy Duback.  



2024 Event Highlights May-July  
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Owl Cottage Activity Center Returns! 
Owl Cottage, an interactive play space beloved by generations of children, 
reopens to the public this season. Creative souls of all ages are invited to 
try their hand at simple artmaking, browse the library of children’s books, 
and engage in self-guided play with a variety of toys, including a Rigama-
jig from last year’s popular Object/s of Play exhibition. Open daily 10:00 
a.m.–5:00 p.m. 

Please note: Owl Cottage will be closed to the public from July 22–26, July 
29–August 2, and August 5–9 for Owl Cottage Academy, our summer camp 
for ages 4-6. Please note that these camp weeks are sold out. To place your 
name on a waiting list, email education@shelburnemuseum.org. 

 

NEW! Community Day Celebrates 
Season Opening 
Community Day kicks off an exciting new season at the Museum. On 
opening day, Saturday, May 11, admission will be free for all. Come expe-
rience inspiring new exhibitions and visit the beloved galleries, buildings, 
and gardens that make Shelburne Museum a place like no other.  

Highlights include: 

Seed Swap with Artist Lorna McMaster: Bring your own seeds to swap or 
gather some seeds for your garden thanks to a generous donation from 
High Mowing Organic Seeds. Textile artist Lorna McMaster and Katie 
Wood Kirchhoff, Alice Cooney Frelinghuysen Curator of American Decora-
tive Arts, will lead tours of special exhibition Lorna McMaster: Stewarding 
a Seed Collection. 

Gallery Tours of New England Now: Strange States: Curator Carolyn Bauer 
will share insights and reflections on the special exhibition, which features 
12 multidisciplinary artists from the region whose work explores percep-
tions of the ethereal through the lenses of mythology, environmentalism, 
ideals of beauty, transformation, gender, and cultural identity.  

Tree and Garden Tours: Join staff from our Preservation and Landscape 
Department for a tour of the Museum’s natural landscape. Learn about 
what plants populate the grounds and how they are an extension of Muse-
um Founder Electra Havemeyer Webb’s vision for the Museum. 

Live Music: Throughout the day, musicians will perform in a variety of 
genres. Take in an entire set or let this joyous soundtrack harmonize with 
the sounds of spring as you cross the campus.  

Drop-In Art Making: Exploring Nature Through Creative Expression. All 
ages and abilities are invited to make art inspired by the beautiful plants 
on the Museum grounds. We’ll bring the supplies; you bring the creativity 
and curiosity! 

MAY

Friday, May 10, 5:30–7:30 p.m.
M E M B E R  E V E N T  |  E X H I B I T I O N  O P E N I N G

New England Now: Strange States 
Curator talk, light refreshments, cash bar. Pizzagalli 
Center for Art and Education, Colgate Gallery. Please visit 
website to register. 

Saturday, May 11, 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
O P E N I N G  D AY:  M U S E U M  O P E N S  F O R  T H E 
S E A S O N  W I T H  C O M M U N I T Y  D AY
Highlights of the day include a seed swap, musical 
performances, gallery talks, guided nature walks, drop-in 
artmaking, and more. Free admission.

Friday, May 17, 8:30–10:00 a.m. 
S E N S O R Y  F R I E N D LY  M O R N I N G S
This program supports visitors of all ages with varying 
social and sensory-processing needs. “Know Before You 
Go” materials, limited numbers of noise-cancelling head-
phones, fidget toys, and a break room will be available for 
visitor use. Free; advance registration requested. 
Support for Sensory Friendly Mornings is provided by:

JUNE

Friday, June 7, 5:00–7:30 p.m. 
F R E E  F I R S T  F R I D AY  E V E
Art-based activities, live music, food trucks, lawn games, 
and community! Free admission. 
Free First Friday Eves are made possible by: 

And with generous support from Lois H. McClure and an 
anonymous family foundation.
 
Sunday, June 9, 2:00–4:00 p.m. 
G A R D E N  S T R O L L
Delight in the beautiful seasonal blooms that adorn the 
iconic Brick House while enjoying garden tours, local li-
bations, and garden-party themed fare. Brick House. Visit 
website for tickets.  

Tuesday, June 11, 5:30–7:00 p.m. 
M I N D F U L  Y O G A
Tour and art-based meditation in a special exhibition, 
followed by an all-level, outdoor yoga class led by 
instructor Lynn Alpeter. Pre-registration required. Bring 
your own yoga mat. Various locations in galleries and 
on campus. $10 for Museum Members, $15 for non-
members; advance registration required. 

Thursday, June 20, 5:30–7:30 p.m. 
M E M B E R  E V E N T  |  E X H I B I T I O N  O P E N I N G

All Aboard: The Railroad in American Art, 1840-1955 
Curator talk, light refreshments, cash bar. Pizzagalli Center 
for Art and Education, Murphy Gallery. Please visit website 
to register.

Saturday, June 22, 8:30–10:00 a.m. 
S E N S O R Y  F R I E N D LY  M O R N I N G S
This program supports visitors of all ages with varying 
social and sensory-processing needs. “Know Before You 
Go” materials, limited numbers of noise-cancelling head-
phones, fidget toys, and a break room will be available for 
visitor use. Free; advance registration requested. 
Support for Sensory Friendly Mornings is provided by:

JULY   

Tuesday, July 2, 5:30–7:00 p.m. 
M I N D F U L  Y O G A
Tour and art-based meditation in a special exhibition, 
followed by an all-level, outdoor yoga class led by instruc-
tor Lynn Alpeter. Pre-registration required, bring your own 
yoga mat. $10 for Museum Members, $15 for non-mem-
bers; advance registration required.  

Friday, July 5, 5:00–7:30 p.m. 
F R E E  F I R S T  F R I D AY  E V E
Art-based activities, live music, cookout fare, lawn games, 
and community! Free admission. 
Free First Friday Eves are made possible by: 

And with generous support from Lois H. McClure and an 
anonymous family foundation.

Saturday, July 20, 8:30–10:00 a.m. 
S E N S O R Y  F R I E N D LY  M O R N I N G S
This program supports visitors of all ages with varying 
social and sensory-processing needs. “Know Before You 
Go” materials, limited numbers of noise-cancelling head-
phones, fidget toys, and a break room will be available for 
visitor use. Free; advance registration requested. 
Support for Sensory Friendly Mornings is provided by:

Spring and early summer bring festive, fun, and fresh 
new experiences! Please check shelburnemuseum.org 
for registration information and ticket prices. Better 
yet—sign up for our e-newsletter on the website and 
keep up on all the happenings throughout the season.
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HOURS

May 11–October 20, 2024
Daily 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Talk to us
Need more information?
Looking to get involved?
Membership Office: 
(802) 985-0923

Join us for: 
Round Barn, Big Dance!

Get ready to kick up your heels and spin your partner to 
support education programs at Shelburne Museum! Grab 
your friends and come over to the iconic Round Barn for 
live music, Texas Two-Stepping, line dancing, fine food 
and drinks, and more! Hats, jeans, and big belt buckles 
encouraged. Don't miss out on this unforgettable event. 
Mark your calendars and we'll see you on the dance floor! 
Proceeds from Barn Dance will support programs that 
inspire thousands of Vermont schoolchildren every year.   

Saturday, August 17, 6:00–10:00 p.m.
Round Barn at Shelburne Museum 

Stay tuned for updates. For information about 
sponsorships, party packages, and individual tickets, visit 
shelburnemuseum.org/calendar or contact us at 
events@shelburnemuseum.org. More information about 
our education programs at shelburnemuseum.org/learn.


